[Postirradiation changes in the chromatin structure of thymocytes in irradiated rats].
In this work the antibodies were obtained against chromatin isolated from thymocytes of intact and irradiated rats (2 h after exposing to 10 Gy) and against polydeoxyribonucleotides (PDN) extracted from thymus nuclei 6 h following irradiation. All the antibodies under study reacted more readily with the chromatin obtained from the thymus of exposed rats than with the control chromatin. The complexes of DNA with the most firmly bound non-histone proteins, obtained from the three objects under study, reacted with the antibodies with equal efficiency. Thus, a higher reactivity of PDN and chromatin from thymocytes of exposed rats was associated with the decondensation of the latter leading to an increase in availability of a part of antigenic determinants. Using the immunoblotting method we failed to discover any qualitative differences in the protein composition of the chromatin from control and exposed rats.